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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-33. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently amended) A communications method, comprising: 
establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a recipient: 
recipient, wherein establishing the presence-based communications session between the sender 
a nd the recipient includes: 

ini tialing a text instant messaging session between the sender and the recipient, 
i n response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, e nab ling display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
i nterface associa te d with the initiated text instant messaging session, the instant 
messaging gr aphical user interface being configured to enable the sender to compose and 
send tex t instant messages to the recipient, 

in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, determ i ning if the recip i ent is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging, and 

based on a determination t hat the recipient is capable of participating in video 
instant messaging, enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to reflect that the recipient is capabl e of participating in video instant 
messaging; and 

dtiring the piesencc-based communications session between the sender and the recipient: 

establishing a video communications session between the sender and the 
recipient; 
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generating a video instant message on behalf of the sender: 

storing the video instant message on behalf of the sender; 

aftei- generation of the video instant message is complete, receiving an indication 
to trigger sending of the video instant message to the recipient; and 

in response to receiving the indication to trigger sending of the video instant 
message to the recipient, initiating a transfer of the video instant message to the recipient 
using the video communications session. 

37. (Pi^eviously presented) The method of claim 36 wherein storing the video instant 
message compinses stoiing the video instant message in a location that is immutable by the 
sender. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36 further comprising during the 
presence-based communications session between the sender and the i-ecipient: 

receiving a text instant message intended for the recipient from the sender; and 
delivering the text instant message to the recipient. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36 further comprising accessing an 
indication of capabilities of the recipient. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 39 wherein accessing an indication of 
capabilities of the recipient comprises accessing an indication of hardware associated with the 
recipient. 

41. (Previously presented) The method of claim 39 wherein accessing an indication of 
capabilities of the recipient comprises accessing an indication of software associated with the 
recipient. 

42. (Previously presented) The method of claim 39 further comprising displaying a user 
interface according to the capabilities of the recipient. 
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43. (Canceled) 

44. (Pi-eviously presented) The method of claim 36 further comprising establishing a 
generic signaling interface channel, a control channel, and a video channel between the sender 
and the recipient. 

45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the control channel 
comprises a TCP/IP socket. 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the video channel comprises 
a IJDP channel, 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the video channel comprises 
a TCP channel. 

48. (CuiTently amended) A communications method, comprising: 

establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a recipient; 
recipient, wherein establishing the presence-based communications session between the sender 
and the recipient includes: 

initiating a text instant messaging session between the sender and the recipient, 
in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, enabling display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
interface associated with the initiated text instant messaging session, the instant 
messagin g graphical user interface being configured to enable the sender to compose and 
send text instant messages to the recipient. 

in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the r ecipient, determining if the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
mes saging, and 
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based on a determination that the recipient is capable of participating in v ideo 
instant messaging, enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to reflect that the recipient is capable of pailicipating in video instant 
messaging; and 

during the pi'esence-based communications session between the sender and the recipient: 

establishing a video communications session between the sender and the 
recipient; 

receiving, on behalf of the recipient, a completed video instant message sent by 
the sender using the video communications session; 

storing the video instant message on behalf of the recipient; 

accessing the stored video instant message; and 

enabling presentation of the video instant message to the recipient. 

49. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein storing the video instant 
message comprises storing the video instant message in a location that is immutable by the 
recipient. 

50. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 further comprising during the 
presence based communications session between the sender and the recipient: 

receiving a text instant message intended for the recipient from the sender; and 
enabling presentation of the text instant message to the recipient. 

51. (Canceled) 

52. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 fuither coinprising establishing a 
generic signaling interface channel, a control channel, and a video channel between the sender 
and the recipient. 

53. (Previously presented) The method of claim 52 wherein the control channel 
comprises a TCP/IP socket. 
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54. (Previously presented) The method of claim 52 wherein the video channel comprises 
a UDP channel. 

55. (Previously presented) The method of claim 52 wheirin the video channel comprises 
a TCP channel 

56. (Cun*ently amended) A computer program, stored on a computer readable medium, 
comprising instructions for: 

establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a recip ient ; 
recipient, wherein the instructions for establishing the presence-based communications session 
between the sender and the recipient include instructions for: 

initiating a text instant messaging session between the sender and the recipient, 
in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, enabling display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
interface associated with the initiated text instant messaging session, the instant 
messaging graphical user interlace being configured to enable the sender lo compose and 
send text itistanl messages to the recipient, 

in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, determining if the i^ecipient is capable of panicipating in video instant 
messaging, and 

based on a determination that the recipient is capable of panicipating in video 
instant messaging, enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to reflect that the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging; and 

during the presence-based communications session between the sender and the recipient: 

establishing a video communications session between the sender and the 
recipient; 

generating a video instant message on behalf of the sender; 
storing the video instant message on behalf of the sender; and 
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after generation of the video instant message is complete, receiving an indication 
to trigger sending of the video instant message to the recipient; and 

in response to receiving the indication to trigger sending of the video instant 
message to the recipient, initiating a transfer of the video instant message to the recipient 
using the video connnunications session. 

57. (Previously presented) The computer progi^am of claim 56 wherein the instructions 
for storing the video instant message comprise instructions for storing the video instant message 
in a location that is immutable by the sender. 

58. (Previously presented) The computer program of claim 56 further comprising 
instructions for: 

receiving a text instant message intended for the recipient from the sender during the 
presence-based communications session between the sender and the recipient; and 

dehvering the text instant message to the recipient during the presence-based 
communications session between the sender and the recipient. 

59. (Previously presented) The computer program of claim 56 further comprising 
instructions for accessing an indication of capabilities of the recipient. 

60. (Previously presented) The computer program of claim 59 wherein the instructions 
for accessing an indication of capabilities of the recipient comprise instructions for accessing an 
indication of hardware associated with the recipient. 

61 . (Previously pi^esented) The computer program of claim 59 wherein the instructions 
for accessing an indication of capabilities of the recipient comprise instructions for accessing an 
indication of software associated with the recipient. 

62. (Previously presented): The computer program of claim 59 further comprising 
instructions for displaying a user interface according to the capabilities of the recipient. 
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63. (Canceled) 

64. (Currently amended) A computer program, stored on a computer readable medium, 
comprising instructions for: 

establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a recipient; 
recipient, the instructions for establishing the presence-based communications session between 
the sender and the recipient including instructions for: 

initiating a text instant messa^ina session between the sender and the recipient. 

in response to initiating the text instant messaEing session between the sender and 
the i^ecipient, enabling display, to the sender, of an instant messaginsi eraphical user 
interface associated with the initiated text instant messaging session, the instant 
messaging eraphical user interface being conilgured to enable the sender to compose and 
send text instant messages to the recipient, 

in response to initiating the text instant messaging session Ix^ween the sender and 
the recipient, detetrnining if the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging, and 

based on a determination that the recipient is capable of participating in video 
instant messaging, enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to reflect that the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging; and 

during the presence-based communications session between the sender and the recipient: 

establishing a video communications session between the sender and the 
recipient; 

receiving, on behalf of the recipient a completed video instant message sent by 
the sender using the video coinmunications session; 

storing the video instant message on behalf of the recipient; 

accessing the stored video instant message; and 

enabling presentation of the video instant message to the recipient. 
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65. (Previously presented) The computer program of claim 64 wherein the instructions 
for storing the video instant message comprise instructions for storing the video instant message 
in a location that is immutable by the recipient. 

66. (Previously presented) The computer program of claim 64 further comprising 
instructions for: 

receiving a text instant message intended for the recipient from the sender during the 
presence-based communications session between the sender and the recipient; and 

enabling presentation of the text instant message to the recipient during the presence- 
based communications session between the sender and the recipient. 

67. (Canceled) 


68. (Cuirently amended) A system comprising: 

means for estabhshing a presence-based communicaiions session between a sender and a 
r e ci p i ent ; recipient, wherein the means for establishing a presence-based communications 
session between the sender and the recipient includes: 

means for initiating a text instant messaging session between a sender and a 

recipient, 

means for enabhng display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
interi'ace associated with the initiated text instant messaging session in response to 
initiating the text instant messaging session tictween the sender and the recipient, the 
instant me ss aging graphical user interface being configured to enable the sender to 
' com pose and send text instant messages to the recipient, 

means f or determining if the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messagi ng i n response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender 
and the rec ipi ent, and 

means for ena bl ing the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to re fl ect that the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
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messaging based on a determination that the recipient is capable of participating in vide o 
instant messaging: and 

means for establishing, during the presence-based communications session, a video 
communicaiions session between the sender and the recipient; 

means for generating, during the presence-based communications session, a video instant 
message on behalf of the sender; 

means for storing, during the presence-based communicadons session, the video instant 
message on behalf of the sender; 

means for receiving, during the instani messaging communications session and after 
generation of the video instant message is complete, an indication to trigger sending of the video 
instant message to the recipient; and 

means for initiating a transfer of the video instant message to the recipient using the 
video communications session in response to receiving the indication to trigger sending of the 
vide instant message to the recipient. 

69. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

means for establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a 
recipient through an instant messaging hestr host, wherein the means for establishing the 
presence- based communications session between the sender and the recipient includes: 

means for initiating a text instant messaging session between the sender and the 

recipient, 

means for enabling display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
interface as sociated with the initiated text instant messaging session in response to 
ini tiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and the recipient, the 
instant me s saging graphical user interface being configured to enable the sender to 
compose and send text instant messages to the recipient, 

means for determining if the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging in response t o initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender 
and the recipient, an d 
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means for enabling the graphical u ser interFacc associated with the instant 
TTicssaeing session to reflect that t h e recipient is capable of participating in vid eo in_siant 
messaging based on a determinaiion that the recipient is capable of partic ipa ting in video 
instant messaging; 

means for establishing a video communication session between the sender and the 
recipient; 

means for receiving, during the presence-based communications session, a completed 
video instant message sent by the sender using the video communications session; 

means for storing, during the presence- based communications session, the video instant 
message on behalf of the recipient; 

means for accessing, during the presence-based communications session, the stored video 
instant message; and 

means for enabling presentation of the video instant message to the recipient during the 
presence-based communications session. 


70. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein generating the video instant 
message on behalf of the sender comprises generating the video instant message with a client 
device comprising a processor, a controller and a storage mediuin. 

71. (Previously presented) The method of claim 70, wherein the client device comprises 
a set-top box. 

72. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein receiving a completed 
video instant message sent by the sender using the video communications session comprises 
receiving the completed video instant message through a client device comprising a processor, a 
controller and a storage medium. 

73. (Previously presented) The method of claim 72, wherein the client device comprises 
a set-lop box. 
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74. (Previously presented) The system of claim 68, wherein the means for generating 
the video instant message compiises a client device comprising a processor, a controller and a 
f^tora^^e medium. 

75. (Previously presented) The system of claim 74, wherein the client device comprises 
a sei-lop box, 

76. (Previously presented) The system of claim 69, wherein the means for receiving the 
completed video instant message comprises a client device comprising a processor, a controller 
and a storage medium. 

77. (Previously presented) The system of claim 76 wherein the client device comprises a 
set-top box, 

78- (Canceled) 

79, (Previously presented) The method of claim 36 wherein the presence-based 
communications session requires that both the sender and the recipient are accessing a 
commtmications infrastructure over v/hich the presence-based communications session is 
established at the same time such that establishing the presence-based communications session 
between the sender and the recipient comprises establishing the presence-based communications 
session between the sender and the recipient over the communications infrastructure only when 
the sender and the recipient are both accessing the communications infrastnacture at the same 
dme. 

80. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36 wherein establishing a presence- 
based communications session between a sender and a recipient comprises: 

establishing a persistent connection between the sender and the recipient; and 
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establishing the communications session over the persistent connection between the 
sender and the recipient. 

81 . (Previously presented) The method of chiim 36 wherein estabhshing a video 
communications session between the sender and the recipient is conditioned upon having 
previously established the presence-based communications session between the sender and the 
recipient. 

82. (Currently amended) A communications method, comprising: 

establishing a presence-based communications session between a sender and a recipient; 
recipient, wherein establishing the presence-based communications session between the sender 
and the recipient includes: 

initiating a text instant messaging session between a sender and a recipient, 
in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, enabling display, to the sender, of an instant messaging graphical user 
interface associated with the initiated text instant messaging session, the instant 
messaging graphical user interface being configured to enable the sender to compose and 
send text instant messages to the recipient, 

in response to initiating the text instant messaging session between the sender and 
the recipient, determining if the recipient is capable of panicipating in video instant 
messaging, and 

based on a determination that the recipient is capable of panicipating in video 
instant messaging, enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant 
messaging session to reflect that the recipient is capable of participating in video instant 
messaging; 

during the presence-based communications session, receiving, from the sender, a request 
to establish a video communications session between the sender and the recipient that is 
concurrent with the presence-based communications session; session, wherein receiving the 
trquest to establish the v id eo communications session between the sender and the recipient 
includes receiving th e request to establish the video communications session between the sender 
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and the i-ecipicnt after enabling the graphical user interface associated with the instant mcssaginR 
session to mllect that the recipient is capable of participating in video instant mcssadnn: 

in response to receiving the request to establish a video communications session between 
the sender and the recipient, establishing a video communications session between the sender 
and the recipient that is concuirent with the presence-based communications session; and 

during the concuirent presence-based and video communications sessions betw^een the 
sender and the recipient: 

generating a video instant message on behalf of the sender; 
receiving an instruction from the sender to send the video instant message to the 
recipient alter generation of the video instant message is complete; 

in response to receiving the instmction to send the video instant message to the 
recipient, initiating a transfer of the video instant message to the recipient using the video 
• communications session; 

receiving a non-video message from the sender intended for the recipient: and 
initiating a transmission of the non-video message from the sender to the recipient 
using the presence-based communications session. 


83. (Previously presented) The method of claim 82 wherein initiating a transt^r of the 
video instant message tising the video communications session comprises: 

enabling presentation, to the recipient, of a hyperlink that is selectable by the recipient to 
trigger a tiansfer of the video instant message to the recipient; 

receiving an indication of a selection of the hyperlink by the recipient; and 

using the video communications session to transfer the video instant message to the 
recipient in response to receiving the indication of the selection of the hyperlink by the recipient. 


84-97. (Canceled) 


